yb       Evidence for the Christian Miracles.

keeper at the cathedral at Saragossa, on which Hume
insists, rests principally upon the credit of the Canons,
whose interest was concerned in its establishment.
This remark, indeed, obviously applies to the Romish
Miracles generally.9 The Christian Miracles, on the
contrary, were attested by the Apostles, not only
without the prospect of assignable worldly advantage,
but with the certainty and after the experience of
actual suffering,

2.  When there is room for suspecting party spirit
or rivalry, as in the miraculous biographies of the
Eclectic philosophers; in those of Loyola and other
saints of the rival orders in the Romish Church ; and
in the present Mahometan accounts of the Miracles
of Mahomet, which, not to mention other objections
to them, are composed with an   evident design of
rivalling those of Christ.0

3.  Again, a tale once told may be persisted in from
shame of retracting, after the motives which first gave
rise to it have ceased to act, even at the risk of suffer-
ing.   This remark cannot apply to the case of the
Apostles, until some reason is assigned for their get-
ting up their miraculous story in the first instance.
If necessary, however, it could be brought with force
against any argument drawn from the perseverance of

a [The Miracles of Catholic Saints as little benefited their

s as the Miracles of the Apostles.]
See Professor Lee7s Persian Tracts, pp. 446, 447*